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Principal’s	Message
I	hope	everyone	had	a	wonderful	
summer	vacation.	My	name	is	Jessica	
Pope	and	I	will	be	your	principal	this	
year.	This	is	my	fifth	year	working	at	
Asasa Academy.	
I’d	like	to	welcome	all	returning	
students	and	new	students	joining	us	
this	year.	We	will	begin	the	year	by	
participating	in	the	annual	Terry	Fox	run	
and	celebrating	culture	day.	
Please	contact	me	by	email	at	
jessica.pope@asasa.ca
I’m	excited	for	a	year	of	learning,	
leadership	and	adventures	with	
education!



General	Reminders

Uniforms:	Please	ensure	your	child	dresses	in	uniform	every	day	
unless	otherwise	specified	by	the	teacher.	Students	are	not	to	
wear	jewelry	to	school.	Please	closely	review	the	uniform	
stipulations	found	on	page	11	in	the	handbook	section	of	the	
student	agendas.	Please	send	coats,	rain	boots,	hats	ect.	for	the	
cold	weather	and	indoor	shoes	as	well.	You	may	also	provide	gym	
shoes	in	addition	to	black	shoes,	for	physical	education

Agendas:	All	classes	are	using	agendas	to	ensure	that	there	is	
ample	communication	between	home	and	the	Academy.	Please	
read	your	child’s	agenda	each	night,	sign	it,	and	return	it	the	
following	day.	

Class	Dojo: Your	child’s	teacher	will	be	setting	up	a	classroom	
dojo	account	and	will	send	you	an	invite.	This	is	one	of	the	main	
ways	to	communicate	with	your	child’s	teacher	and	view	
classroom	notices	and	photos.	

Field	Trip	Volunteers: All	volunteers	need	a	NEW	criminal	record	
check	processed	and	delivered	to	Ms.	Stephanie	each	and	every	
school	year.	If	you	plan	on	volunteering	for	any	in-school	or	
outside	field	trips	it	is	required.	Please	get	this	early	to	ensure	
that	is	processes	in	time.	

Registration	Forms:	If	you	have	yet	to	return	your	2018/2019	
registration	forms,	please	do	so	as	soon	as	possible.



Meet	our	Teachers

Hi,	My	Name	is	Shakeela Akhtar.	I	will	be	teaching	
Junior	Kindergarten.	I	would	like	to	take	this	
opportunity	to	welcome	you	and	your	child	to	a	new	
academic	year	2018-19.	I	am	so	pleased	to	have	the	
opportunity	to	work	with	your	child	this	year.	
Throughout	my	14	years	of	hands-on	teaching	
experience	(4+	years	in	kindergarten	included)	in	the	
Middle	East	(Qatar	and	Dubai)	and	Calgary,	I	have	had	
wonderful	opportunities	to	teach	diverse	students	
from	multicultural	communities.

Hello!	My	name	is Mrs.	Jocelyn Grosse	(Mrs.	
G).I’ll	be	teaching	kindergarten.	I	have	 a	
passion	for	children's	literature,	for	the	arts,	
for	poetry and	for	nature.	I	am	an	Alberta	
Certified	teacher,	as	well	as	a	visual	artist	
and	writer.	I and	look	forward	to	learning	
what	your	favorite	stories	are	throughout	
the	year	and	I	can't	wait	to	work	with	you.

Hello!	My	name	is	Ms.	Chinonye Ekenyem.	I’ll	be	
teaching	kindergarten.	I	am	so	excited	to	be	a	part	
of	Asasa community!	I	have	a	BA.ED	in	English	
Language	Arts	and	Education,	a	Post- Graduate	
Certificate	from	the	University	of	Calgary,	and	a	
Montessori	Diploma	from	British	Columbia.	This	is	
my	5th year	of	teaching	in	Calgary.	I	enjoy	dancing	
and	cooking	during	my	spare	time.	I	look	forward	to	
meeting	my	new	Kindergarten	students	and	their	
families!

Hello,	My	name	is	Ms.	Lizhen Huang.	I	will	be	teaching	Junior	
Kindergrten.	I	am	a	Chinese	Canadian;	I	can	speak	both	
English,	and	Chinese.	I	graduated	from	the	University	of	
Calgary;	with	a	Bachelor	of	Education,	and	another	on	a	
Bachelor	of	Fine	Art	specializes	in	Visual	Art	and	Early	
childhood	art	education.	It	is	because	of	all	the	great	
teachers	that	I	had	that	inspired	me	to	become	a	teacher.	



Meet	our	Teachers

Hello!	I'm	Mr.	Ali	and	this	year	I	will	be	teaching	
Grade	3/4.	 I	grew	up	in Calgary	and	have	called	
this	wonderful	city	home	since	moving	to	
Canada.	 I	am	very	passionate	about	teaching	
and	have	been	working	in	the	Education	sector	
for	the	last	7	years.	 Having	graduated	from	the	
University	of	Calgary	with	a	Bachelors	and	
Masters of	Education,	I	bring	a	wealth	of	
knowledge	to	the	classroom.	 On	my	time	
off, I often	volunteer	with	local	community	non-
profit	organizations	such	as	MFNS	that	help	assist	
new	immigrants.	 I	also	enjoy exploring	new	
cultures through	food,	cultural	events	and	
travel.	 I	am	very	excited	for	the	upcoming	
academic	year	and	look	forward	to	meeting	both	
parents	and	students.

Hello,	I’m	Ms.	Hildahl.	I’ll	be	teaching	grade	½.	I	have	
a	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	psychology	from	the	Mount	
Royal	University	and	a	Bachelor	of	Education	from	
University	of	Calgary	with	a	focus	in	English	
literature.	I	have	a	background	in	music	and	I’m	a	
board	member	of	the	Calgary	Youth	Orchestra.	I’m	
not	only	interested	in	making	a	difference	in	the	way	
students	learn,	but	also	in	creating	long	and	lasting	
relationships	with	my	students	and	staff.	In	my	spare	
time,	I	enjoy	spending	time	with	my	family	and	
cooking.	I	have	also	travelled	extensively	around	the	
world	and	have	taken	advantage	of	the	Rocky	
Mountains	this	winter.	



Meet	our	Teachers

"A different language is a different vision of life", Federico 
Fellini.
My	name	is	Assia Bourega.	I	teach	French	language to	
students	from	grade1	to	grade 6.	I	have	a	Bachelor's	Degree	
in	French	Language	and	Literature	and	I	have pursued	my	
Master's	degree	studies	in	French	Language	with	a	
specialization	in Contemporary Literature at	the	University	of	
Montreal,	Quebec.
I	am	very	excited	for	the	upcoming	school	year	where	the	
students	will	begin	their journey	to	discover "new	visions	of	
life" by	exploring	and	diving	into	French	language	
profundities.

My	name	is	Daphne	Matthews	and	I	am	the	
school	music	teacher.	I	absolutely	love	music	
and	want	everyone	to	have	the	opportunity	
to	enjoy	having	fun	with	music.	We	play	
singing	games	and	play	the	many	
instruments	which	we	have	here,	while	
learning	key	musical	concepts.	Let’s	be	
creative	together!

Hi,	I	am	Leah	Bauer	and	I	teach	grade	5/6.	I	
am	really	excited	to	start	this	year	as	it	is	my	
first	year	teaching.	I	have	lived	in	Calgary	my	
whole	life	but	love	to	travel	and	see	new	
places.	I	love	to	read,	do	crafts,	and	do	
puzzles.	I	really	look	forward	to	working	with	
the	students	in	this	wonderful	school.



Parent	Council

Have	a	Voice!	
Are	you	looking	for	an	opportunity	to	get	involved?	Do	you	
wish	to	meet	other	parents?	Do	you	have	a	special	
talent/skill/	gift	to	offer?	
Asasa Academy	will	be	electing	a	new	parent	council!	We	
invite	you	to	come	have	some	input	into	school	policies	
and	events	at	the	Academy.	
Please	email	jessica.pope@asasa.ca for	an	application	
form.	

Save	the	Date	!

JK	Start	Class	

September	10th::
The	JK	students	will	
begin	on	this	date.	:

Culture	Day

September	28th:
Students	are	
encouraged	to	dress	in	
cultural	clothing	to	
celebrate	today.	

Terry	Fox	Run

September	29th:
Students	will	be	fundraising	and	
running	in	support	of	cancer	
research.	Please	let	your	teacher	
know	if	you	would	like	to	volunteer	
for	this	fun	event!

Professional	Development	Day

September	21st:
No	classes.		



Ms.	Lizhen Huang	(JK)	lizhen.huang@asasa.ca
Ms.	Shakeela Akhtar	(JK)	shakeela.akhtar@asasa.ca
Mrs.	Chinonye Ekenyem (K)	chinonye.ekenyem@asasa.ca
Ms.	Jocelyn	Grosse	(K)	jocelyn.grosse@asasa.ca
Ms.	Violetta Hildahl (G	½)	violetta.hidahl@asasa.ca
Mr.	Ali	(G3/4)	- neal.ali@asasa.ca
Ms.	Leah	Bauer	(G	5/6)	leah.bauer@asasa.ca
Ms.	Pope	(Principal)	- jessica.pope@asasa.ca
Mrs.	Castles	(	Registrar/Operations	Manager)	stephanie.castles@asasa.ca

Contacts

Monthly Virtue: Courage 
Terry Fox was 18 years old when he was diagnosed with bone 
cancer and had his right leg amputated in 1977. 
While in hospital, Terry was so overcome by the suffering of 
other cancer patients, many of them young children, that he 
decided to run across Canada to raise money for cancer 
research. 
He would call his journey the Marathon of Hope. 
Although Terry succumbed to cancer before he completed his 
journey, his courage has left a legacy that we honor today. 
You can learn more about Terry and his legacy at 
www.terryfox.org. 


