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Dear ASASA Families,
Welcome Back to school. We are so happy to
see your children back to school for in-person
learning. Also, we are thrilled to hear the
chatter and see the students' movements in
our classrooms and hallways. Considering the
rising cases of COVID-19, we have put into
place special measures and protocols to keep
our students, staff, and families safe during
these unprecedented times. My name is
Shakeela Akhtar, and I will be your principal
this year. I want to welcome all returning
students and new students joining us this
year. Don't hesitate to get in touch with me
by email at shakeela.akhtar@asasa.ca. We
have the theme "Growth and comfort don't
coexist" for our school this year. We will
celebrate every effort our students put in to
improve their social and academic skills.

General Reminders
Uniforms: Please ensure your child dresses in uniform every day unless otherwise
specified by the teacher. Students are not to wear jewelry to school. Please send
coats, rain boots, hats etc. for the cold weather and black polish able indoor shoes as
well. You may also provide gym shoes in addition to black shoes, for physical education

Agendas: All classes are using agendas to ensure that there is ample
communication between home and the Academy. Please read your child’s agenda
each night, sign it, and return it the following day.

Class Dojo:

Your child’s teacher will be setting up a classroom dojo account and
will send you an invite. This is one of the main ways to communicate with your child’s
teacher and view classroom learning, activities, and photos. This way you can
reinforce the same concept at home. You will get the idea of school-wide events in our
Dojo School story. We will also share monthly classroom news here. We urge you to
check classroom dojo weekly.

Field Trip Volunteers: We can have field trips if the pandemic situation allows us
this year. In addition, we invite parents to be a part of their children’s education by
volunteering in school programs. All volunteers need a NEW criminal record check
processed and delivered to Ms. Rupal every school year. If you plan on volunteering
for any in-school or outside field trips, it is required. Would you please get this early to
ensure that it processes in time?

Registration Forms: If you have yet to return your 2021/2022 registration forms,
please do so as soon as possible.

Meet our Teachers
Hi, I am Lara Fagbemiro. I earned a bachelor's degree in
Education from the University of Calgary. I have more
than five years of experience teaching prekindergarten
to middle school. This is my third year at Asasa teaching
junior and senior kindergarten students.
I have Alberta Permanent Teaching Certificate and
Alberta Childcare Certification, Level 3. I support
students in achieving success effectively with well,
articulated goals. I build productive and positive
relationships with students and parents.
I am a professional, experienced, and conscientious
educator who goes above and beyond to help students
reach their goals. I enjoy spending time with family and
friends.

Hello, My name is Ammarah Khalid. This is my
second-year teaching at Asasa Academy. I will be
teaching Grade 1. I love to take my learners on a
journey of inquiry and investigation. I am always
delighted to see my students having an
ownership of their own learning. Hands on
activities are always
. in full swing in my classroom
and these lead to lifelong learning. I love reading
books and travelling. I am looking forward to
have a great teaching and learning year with my
Grade 1 class.

Meet our Teachers
My name is Aaisha Ashraf and I have the privilege
of being your child’s teacher this year. To give you
some brief information about myself, I have
worked with Almadina Language Charter
Academy, Palliser Board and MAC Islamic school. I
did my masters in English Literature. I hold
bachelor degree in Statistics and another in
Education. I have studied advanced level courses
to teach ESL learners as well.
My work with young students supports my belief
that each student has unique abilities that need to
be recognized and encouraged. I teach from the
prospective that all of us are creative beings,
though not necessarily creating in the same way. I
have high expectations for each student but I
recognize that all of us learn, create, and express
ideas in a different way.
I look forward to working with you and your child.

Hello and welcome to another year at ASASA. I
am Ms. Hill and I am very excited to teach Gr. 3
& 4 this year. I look forward to working with
everyone and getting to know some of the new
faces. I have over fifteen years of experience
working in education. I hold a Bachelor of
Education in English and a Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology. I have worked with students of all
ages and enjoy creating new and engaging
lesson plans for the young minds. I am a
proponent of a secure and caring classroom and
enjoy collaborating with others to help make our
school a fun and safe place. Some of my
favourite pastimes are travelling and spending
time with my family.

Meet our Teachers
Hello! My name is Leah Bauer, and this is my
fourth-year teaching at ASASA Academy. I am
the grade 5/6 teacher and I thoroughly enjoy
teaching upper elementary. I find working
with the older kids delightfully interesting
and a challenge that keeps me on my toes. I
love to read, watch movies, and I am a huge
Harry Potter fan. I am very happy to be back
in school and I hope to have a fun, safe year.

Jocelyn Paynter B.A. (Music), B.Ed.
Bonjour à tous! I look forward to being back at
Asasa Academy as the Music and French teacher
for 2021/2022. This is my third year teaching at
Asasa and I am excited to continue growing and
learning with the students. I am a certified
teacher in Alberta where I received a Bachelor of
Arts in Music from the University of Calgary in
2015 and a Bachelor of Education from the
University of Alberta in 2018. I have 5 years of
experience with French at the secondary and
post-secondary level and over a decade of
experience performing and teaching music at
schools and in the community. J’ai
d’enthousiasme de vous revoir et rencontrer
cette année - here’s to a wonderful year!

Meet our Teachers
Hello, I am Shakeela Akhtar, the new principal of
ASASA Academy. This is my fourth year with the
ASASA School Board. I have done my Masters in
Science (Zoology) and Bachelor in Education. In
addition, I completed my Post Bachelor Cert. in
Educational research and Alberta School
Leadership Qualification Standard coursework
from the University of Calgary. I also hold an
early childhood Educator certificate (Level 3) and
Permanent Professional Leadership Certificate
from Alberta Education. I have spent 17
dedicated years in education and facilitated
elementary to secondary schools students in
Canada and the Middle East (Qatar and Dubai).
I strive to surround myself with students,
teachers, administrators, and professional
colleagues who I can learn from and who can
challenge me. By learning from others, I am
inspired to take risks and lead by example. I love
to spend time with my family. I watch TV shows,
cook, and read books in my spare time. I look
forward to contributing and learning from the
ASASA Family.

Parent Council
Have a Voice!
Are you looking for an opportunity to get involved? Do you wish to meet other
parents? Do you have a special talent/skill/ gift to offer? ASASA Academy will be
electing a new parent council depending on how the pandemic plays out! We will
invite you to come to have input into school policies and events at the Academy.
Please email shakeela.akhtar@asasa.ca for an application form.

Drop- off and Pick- up
Please only use the side entrance and lineup at a
distance. Staff will greet you and follow all safety
protocols.

Save the Date !
First Day
September 7th- Students may
arrive by 8:20am and classes
begin at 8:30am.

Culture Day
September 24th: Culture day:
Students will dress up in their
cultural clothing. We may host
a quick assembly in the gym
that morning so that everyone
can show off their outfits.
Older students can do short
explanations/presentations of
their culture as well.

Terry Fox Run
September 17th:
Students will be fundraising and running in
support of cancer research. Please let your
teacher know if you would like to volunteer for
this fun event!
Online fundraising: Online donating is easy and
donors are emailed their receipts immediately.
Asasa Academy fundraising
page: http://www.terryfox.ca/AsasaAcademy

Orange Shirt Day
September 30th: Orange Shirt Day
falls on September 30 in honor of
Indigenous children, who survived
residential schools. The orange shirt
is an opportunity to say that “every
child matters.”

Monthly Virtue: Courage
Terry Fox was 18 years old when he was diagnosed
with bone cancer and had his right leg amputated in
1977.
While in hospital, Terry was so overcome by the
suffering of other cancer patients, many of them
young children, that he decided to run across
Canada to raise money for cancer research.
He would call his journey the Marathon of Hope.
Although Terry succumbed to cancer before he
completed his journey, his courage has left a legacy
that we honor today. You can learn more about
Terry and his legacy at www.terryfox.org.

Contacts
Mrs. Omolara Fagbemiro (ECS: JK-K)- omolara.fagbemiro@asasa.ca
Mrs. Ammarah Khalid (G. 1) ammarah.khalid@asasa.ca
Aaisha Ashraf (Gr. 2) aaisha.ashraf@asasa.ca
Ms. Violetta Hildahl (G 3/4) violetta.hidahl@asasa.ca
Ms. Leah Bauer (G 5/6) leah.bauer@asasa.ca
Jocelyn Paynter (Music/ French) jocelyn.paynter@asasa.ca
Ms. Shakeela Akhtar(Principal) shakeela.akhtar@asasa.ca
Mrs. Rupal Chauhan (Admin Assistant)) rupal.chauhan@asasa.ca

